Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 216882 

61 

ORIGIN 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-16 EUR-25 EA-11 NEA-10 ISO-OO DLOS-06 
COA-02 EB-11 OIC-04 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 
USIA-15 ACDA-19 AEC-11 AGR-20 CG-00 COME-OO DOTE-OO 
FMC-04 INT-08 JUSE-00 NSF-04 OMB-Ol /254 R 
66630 

DRAFTED BY IO/UNP-TSCULLY:LCW 

APPROVED BY IO-MFHERZ 

IO/UNP-JKIMBALL 

AF/RA-ANAVEZ 

D/LOS-OEESKIN 

ARA-JMARTIN(SUBS) 

NEA/RA-HMONTGOMERY(SUBS) 

EA/VN-RROSENBERG 
EUR/NE -APINCKNEY 
EA/RA-LMCNUTT 
EA-MSTEARNS 

MIDDLE EAST TASK FORCE-EWALKER 
EUR/CAN-ENEF 

020872 

P R 022333Z NOV 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA LIMA 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
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AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
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AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 216882 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, UN 

SUBJECT: LOS: POSSIBLE EFFORT INVITE PRG TO PARTI 
CIPATE IN LAW OF SEA CONFERENCE 

REF: (A) USUN 4378; (B) STATE 051556, MARCH 1973 

(C) STATE 064695, APRIL 1973 

(D) DEPTA-4318, MAY L7, 1973 

1. ADDRESSEE POSTS SHOULD RAISE ISSUE OF POSSIBLE PRG 
INVITATION TO LAW OF THE SEA (LOS) CONFERENCE WITH HOST 
GOVTS, UNLESS YOU BELIEVE SUCH APPROACH WOULD BE IN- 
ADVISABLE. HOWEVER, YOU SHOULD DRAW ON FOLLOWING ARGU- 
MENTATION AS APPROPRIATE RATHER THAN THAT CONTAINED IN 
REF(A). 

A. DECISION BY GA TO INVITE PRG TO LOS CONFERENCE WOULD 

BE SERIOUS MATTER WHICH USG WOULD VIEW WITH GREAT CONCERN. 

B. PRG IS NOT A STATE, IT IS A POLITICAL GROUP CLAIMING 
TO BE GOVT OF STATE. IF PRG WERE TO BE INVITED.ALL 
KINDS OF OTHER CLAIMANTS COULD LOGICALLY ALSO BE IN- 
VITED. (FOR ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND ON THIS POINT, SEE 
REFS (B), (C) AND (D). 

C. THIS QUESTION HAS NO BUSINESS BEING DISCUSSED IN 
CONTEXT OF LOS CONFERENCE AND TO DO SO WOULD OF COURSE 
BE GROSS INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF SOUTH 
VIETNAM. 

D. THERE IS ONLY ONE SOUTH VIETNAM, AND UNDER VIENNA 
FORMULA (DUE TO ITS MEMBERSHIP IN SPECIALIZED AGENCIES) 
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GVN WILL BE AT LOS CONFERENCE. QUESTION OF PRG PARTICI- 
PATION IS NOT, THEREFORE, A QUESTION OF CREDENTIALS, 

I.E., WHO IS TO REPRESENT SOUTH VIETNAM. THOSE WHO 
ARE ADVOCATING AN INVITATION TO PRG ARE TRYING TO 
CREATE A UNIQUE SITUATION (AND INCIDENTALLY ONE WHICH 
MANY OF THEM OPPOSED IN THE CASE OF CHINA), OF TWO 
GOVTS TO REPRESENT ONE COUNTRY. 
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E. IF YOU BELIEVE IT HELPFUL, YOU CAN POINT OUT THAT 
US HAS NOT OPPOSED AND IS NOT OPPOSING PARTICIPATION 
OF DRV (NORTH VIETNAM) AT THE LOS CONFERENCE, EVEN 
THOUGH WE HAVE IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES WITH DRV. WE 
RECOGNIZE THAT THEY HAVE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS IN LAW 
OF THE SEA AND HAVE NOT OPPOSED HAVING THEM INVITED. 

2. FYI. IT NOW APPEARS THAT PLENARY VOTE ON LOS 
CONFERENCE RESOLUTION WILL NOT OCCUR BEFORE END OF WEEK 
BEGINNING NOVEMBER 5. END FYI. 

3. FOR BUENOS AIRES: ASSUME SHIFT FROM ABSTENTION TO 
NEGATIVE VOTE BY GOA WOULD REQUIRE INSTRUCTION FROM 
VIGNES. THEREFORE SUGGEST ABOVE DEMARCHE BE MADE ONLY 
IF EMBASSY BELIEVES THERE IS REAL POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESS. 
KISSINGER 
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